HAGGARD'S  EARLY ROMANCES.
2 collecting of books by the late Sir H. Rider Haggard,
which of late has been markedly on the increase, has
not yet reached the stage at which the first editions are
bought and sold as speculations. When such a condition,
arises, however, some of the collectors may be surprised to find that
certain of these editions are hard to get.
After the publication of King Solomon's Mines in 1885, Haggard's
public grew by leaps and bounds. Until the international copyright
agreement was made in 1891, all of Haggard's romances were
frantically pirated in the United States, and at least two of the
pirated editions seem to have preceded the authorized first British
editions. A first printing of 10,000 copies of She was quickly sold
in England ; and Haggard writes that this book was pirated by
the hundred thousand in America. Longmans' first prmting of
Maiwa's Revenge consisted of 30,000 copies, of which 20,000 were
sold on the day of publication. Such considerations lead the
collector to believe that Haggard items cannot possibly be scarce.
Of Haggard's first book, however, Cetywayo and his White
Neighbours, 3882, the author, after having almost given up hope
of ever finding a publisher, paid to Triibner & Company £50 as a
part of the agreement by which 750 copies were published. In
1883 Messrs. Triibner, having a large percentage of the edition on
their shelves unsold, wrote to Haggard that they regarded the
undertaking as most unsatisfactory. The original printing of
Dawn in 1884 consisted of only 500 copies ; and even of King
Solomon's Mines (reissued by the hundred thousand) there was a
first edition of only 2,000 copies. Large paper issues of Allan
Quatermain (125 copies), Cleopatra (57 copies), and A Farmer's
Tear (300 copies) were published simultaneously with the first
regular issues.
Beginning with She, which appeared in *' The Graphic " between
October 2, 1886, and January 8, 1887, many of Haggard's books
were first published serially in various British and American
periodicals. This must have been a great help to the piratical
American publishers, although there were also surreptitious ways in
which uncorrected proofa got into the hands of pirates. In a letter
printed in " The Times " on October 11, 1887, Haggard wrote : "To
ordinary every-day piracy I am well accustomed; indeed, at this
moment I am engaged in collecting specimens of thirteen competing
American editions (all of them pirated) that have been printed from
a single work of mine. Not long ago my book Allan Quatermain
was published from my unconnected proofs, which by some dark
and mysterious means found their way into the hands of the
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